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hartals and mass strikes all over India followed the arrest. Perhaps
the most spectacular one was witnessed at Sholapur in Bombay
Presidency, 50,000 of whose 140,000 inhabitants were textile opera-
tives, where for a whole week, till martial law was proclaimed on
May 12. the workers held possession of the town and set up their own
administration. There is sufficient contemporary evidence that com-
plete order was maintained, but naturally the vials of imperialism's
wrath were spent on the brave citizens of Sholaj ur.

There was no limit to the repression which the Government had
let loose. Where martial law had not been declared, Ordinance Raj
was a near enough substitute. In June the Congress and all its
organisations were declared illegal. According to Government figures,
certainly an underestimate, 60,000 civil register:; were sentenced in
less than a year after the movement was launched. The official
historian of the Congress records that "in 1230-31, within a short
interval of ten months, 90,000 men, women and children were senten-
ced," On July 14, 1930, it was admitted by the Government spokes-
man in the Legislative Assembly that from April 1 to that date there
had been 29 cases of firing on the public which killed 103 and injured
420 persons. Indeed, imprisonment was the least of the forms of re-
pression. Jails were filled to overflowing and wholesale imprisonment
could not cheek the movement Imperialism employed, therefore, its
accustomed methods, accentuating them whenever necessary. Indis-
criminate lathi charges .were the order of the day; no record was
kept of the beating up of citizens which was a regular feature of
police activity; firing on unarmed crowds and punitive expeditions
against refractory villages completed the repulsive picture. The
strictest censorship prevailed ; Congress inquiry committees produced
a mass of certified and attested facts about, for example, the Govern-
ment terror in Peshawar and Midnapore, but their reports were
banned, A " Labour" government, ironically, was in office in Britain
at the time, which the reactionary London Observer described as a
"providential chance" 1 5

Repression could not hide the consternation in the camp of
imperialism, and by the summer of 1930 there was something like
alarm, especially among the British trading community who were hit
hard by the boycott* This was noticeable most of all in Bombay, the
chief centre of the strength of the working class and also of the

ft See ''Indian Annual Register" ; E. P. Dutt, op. cit., pp, 330-54 and references
therein. The Communist Party of Great Britain published, on the basis of Congress
inquiry reports, an invaluable but unobtainable pamphlet "India under the British
Terror,"